Definition and Types of Personality Test
Dr. Indu Kumari

Assistant Professor
PG Department of Psychology
Maharaja college ,Ara
PG- Semester- 3
CC-14

Definition of Personality Test

Personality tests are systematic assessments designed to
measure the individual differences in personality traits,
behaviors, and psychological characteristics. These tests aim
to describe and quantify various aspects of personality, such
as how people think, feel, and act in different situations. By
assessing patterns of behavior, thoughts, emotions, and
motivations, personality tests can provide valuable insights
into how people interact with the world and cope with
challenges. These assessments are commonly used in clinical
psychology, counseling, human resources, and research.
Psychologists use personality tests to understand and predict
human behavior, assess mental health, assist in personal
growth, and aid in the selection process for jobs and career
counseling. The results from these tests are often used to
support therapeutic processes, improve interpersonal
relationships, and inform decision-making.



Types of Personality Test

Personality tests are typically categorized into two broad
categories: objective and projective tests. Objective tests
involve structured questions or statements with predefined
response options, while projective tests are less structured
and require individuals to respond to ambiguous stimuli.
Below are the main types of personality tests used in
psychology:

1. Objective Personality Tests

These tests are structured, typically using a set of fixed
questions or statements to which the individual responds. The
responses are then scored based on predefined criteria,
allowing for quantitative analysis of personality traits.
Objective personality tests are often self-report inventories.

. Minnesota Multiphasic Personality Inventory (MMPI):
One of the most widely used and researched objective
personality tests, the MMPI assesses personality
structure and psychological conditions. It is especially
helpful in diagnosing mental disorders. The test includes
various scales that measure mood disorders,
schizophrenia, paranoia, and other personality features.

. Big Five Personality Test (OCEAN Model): This test
measures five broad dimensions of personality:

o Openness to Experience: Curiosity, creativity, and
preference for novelty.

o Conscientiousness: Organization, responsibility, and
reliability.

o Extraversion:  Sociability, assertiveness, and
enthusiasm.



o Agreeableness: Compassion, cooperativeness, and
empathy.
o Neuroticism: Emotional instability, anxiety, and
mood fluctuations.

The Big Five model is widely recognized for its ability to
capture a comprehensive range of personality traits and
has been used in many psychological and organizational
studies.
Eysenck Personality Inventory (EPI): Developed by Hans
Eysenck, this test assesses personality based on two
dimensions: Extraversion (sociability, impulsiveness) and
Neuroticism (emotional stability). A third factor,
Psychoticism (antisocial tendencies), is sometimes
included in more advanced versions of the test.
Cattell’s 16 Personality Factor Questionnaire (16PF):
Cattell's 16PF is a comprehensive self-report test that
measures 16 primary personality factors, such as
warmth, dominance, and emotional stability. It is useful
for understanding an individual’s behavior in various
contexts, including in the workplace or clinical settings.

2. Projective Personality Tests
Projective tests rely on ambiguous stimuli, such as pictures or
words, to elicit responses that reveal unconscious thoughts,
emotions, and desires. The idea behind projective tests is that
people will project their own feelings and emotions onto these
vague or unclear stimuli. These tests are less structured than
objective tests and typically provide more qualitative data.

. Rorschach Inkblot Test: Perhaps the most famous

projective test, the Rorschach test presents a series of
inkblots, and the individual is asked what each blot looks



like or reminds them of. The responses are then analyzed
to uncover underlying thoughts, feelings, and
psychological states. The test is often used to diagnose
mental health conditions such as schizophrenia and to
explore aspects of an individual’s personality.

. Thematic Apperception Test (TAT): In the TAT,
individuals are shown a series of ambiguous pictures
depicting people in various situations. The test-taker is
asked to create a story about what is happening in the
picture, including the thoughts, feelings, and motivations
of the characters. The stories people create are thought
to provide insight into their interpersonal dynamics,
concerns, and emotional states.

. Word Association Test: In this test, a person is presented
with a series of words and is asked to respond with the
first word that comes to mind. The idea is that their
responses reflect hidden emotions, desires, and aspects
of their personality. For example, if a person associates
the word "dog" with "loyal," it may suggest that loyalty is
an important trait for them.

. Draw-A-Person Test: In this test, individuals are asked to
draw a person, and the drawing is analyzed for clues
about the person’s self-image, social relationships, and
emotional health. The size, details, and features of the
drawing are interpreted in relation to various aspects of
the person’s personality.

3. Behavioral Assessments

Behavioral assessments measure specific patterns of behavior
exhibited in real-life situations or controlled environments.
Rather than focusing on self-reported traits or responses to



ambiguous stimuli, behavioral assessments observe how an
individual behaves when interacting with others or facing
particular challenges. These assessments are especially useful
for understanding social or adaptive functioning.

. Behavioral Observation: In clinical or therapeutic
settings, behavioral observation involves systematically
watching a person’s behavior over time in various
situations. The therapist or psychologist records specific
behaviors such as impulsivity, aggression, or social
withdrawal. This observational data is then used to assess
personality and behavior patterns.

. Situational Tests: These are designed to simulate real-life
situations where a person’s behavior can be observed in
response to specific stressors or challenges. These tests
are commonly used in organizational settings to evaluate
how well candidates may handle work-related stress,
group dynamics, and decision-making under pressure.

4. Cognitive and Intelligence-Based Assessments

Some personality assessments are related to cognitive abilities
and problem-solving skills, as personality traits often influence
how people process information and make decisions.

. Cattell’s Culture Fair Intelligence Test: Though primarily
an intelligence test, Cattell’s culture-fair test can offer
insights into how an individual’s cognitive processing
style correlates with their personality traits. For example,
individuals who are more analytically inclined may
display different personality patterns compared to those
who are more creative or intuitive.

. Situational Judgment Tests (SJTs): These tests assess an
individual’s  decision-making and judgment in



hypothetical scenarios, measuring traits such as problem-
solving, emotional regulation, and social intelligence. SITs
are often used in occupational psychology and
organizational assessments to predict how an individual
will behave in real-world situations.

5. Interest Inventories

Interest inventories are used to assess an individual’s
preferences, hobbies, and interests, which can also reveal
aspects of their personality. These inventories focus less on
emotional and behavioral traits and more on the types of
activities a person enjoys or feels passionate about.

Holland’s Occupational Themes (RIASEC): This model
categorizes people into six interest types: Realistic,
Investigative, Artistic, Social, Enterprising, and
Conventional. By understanding where an individual’s
interests fall within this model, psychologists can infer
aspects of their personality related to work and life goals.
Strong Interest Inventory: This tool helps identify a
person’s preferences in areas such as careers, activities,
and hobbies. By examining responses, the test assesses
which types of jobs or work environments may be most
satisfying based on the individual's personality.

Applications of Personality Testing
Personality tests are used for a variety of purposes, including:

Clinical Applications: In therapy and diagnosis,
personality tests help clinicians understand psychological
conditions such as depression, anxiety, personality
disorders, and schizophrenia. They assist in creating
treatment plans and identifying maladaptive behaviors.



. Career Counseling: Personality tests help individuals
understand their strengths, preferences, and interests,
aiding them in choosing careers that align with their
personal traits.

. Workplace and Organizational Settings: Many
companies use personality tests to hire, assess, and
develop employees. These tests help identify individuals
who fit specific roles and who will work well within a
team. They are also used for leadership development and
employee engagement.

. Research: In academic and psychological research,
personality tests are crucial tools for exploring the nature
of personality, its development, and its influence on
behavior and mental health.

Conclusion

Personality tests are versatile tools used to explore and
understand the complexities of human behavior. Whether
through structured self-reports or through the exploration of
unconscious thoughts, these tests offer deep insights into the
individual’s psyche. Though they have limitations and should
be interpreted with caution, when used appropriately, they
can provide valuable guidance in clinical, professional, and
personal contexts.



